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Community

By Myra Colis

Filipinos worldwide are known for 

their friendliness, hospitality and 

cheerfulness towards fellow Filipinos 

and foreigners alike. For Filipinos who 

really want to connect, building new 

circles of friends and acquaintances in 

a foreign country can come naturally.

 Where Filipinos find 
‘home’ in the Netherlands
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For a span of 9 years in China, I’d 

made friends with more or less only 

15 Filipinos! In the Netherlands, how-

ever, I’ve already met and known more 

than a hundred Filipinos in just 2 years 

here! What made this huge difference? 

Unlike my experience in China, one 

can find many active Philippine organ-

isations in the Netherlands that both 

new comers and old timers can call a 

place like home. 

Where Philippine connections 

begin

The Philippines is the 5th largest 

Christian country and the 3rd largest 

Catholic country in the world. So it’s 

no surprise that more than 15% of 

the listed Filipino organisations in 

the Netherlands are religious groups, 

including the Filipino Catholic 

Community, Jesus is Lord and the Word 

International Ministries. In Christian 

communities, this is where Filipinos 

start to develop strong bonding. This 

connection typically leads to formation 

of socially oriented activities like com-

munity picnics in celebration of the 

Philippine Independence Day or fund-

raising events for victims of natural 

calamities in the Philippines. Notably, 

every Filipino gathering comes with 

salu-salo (means eating together). 

Empowering Philippine women 

for over 20 years

Of about 18,600 first and second gen-

eration Filipinos in the Netherlands, 

more than 80% are women. In 1991, 

the Stichting Bayanihan (Philippine 

Women’s Centre in the Netherlands) 

was established to advance the partici-

pation, integration and emancipation 

of Filipinas through social service 

and orientation trainings on the rights 

of women and migrants, domestic 

violence, intercultural communication 

and upbringing of children. 

In fact, Bayanihan currently serves as 

a social cultural counsellor to relevant 

Dutch institutions such as Jeudgzorg 

and Zorginstellingen, acting as support, 

cultural communicator and bridge 

to kababayans (fellow Filipino) whose 

children were taken out from their 

homes. It also received the Banaag 

(bright light) Award in 2012, the 

Presidential Award for Filipino 

Of about 18,600 first and 
second generation Filipinos 
in the Netherlands, more than 
80% are women. 

»

https://www.facebook.com/groups/filipinocatholiccommunityRT/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/filipinocatholiccommunityRT/
http://www.jilnetherlands.org/
http://www.wordnetherlands.nl/
http://www.wordnetherlands.nl/
http://www.bayanihan.nl
http://www.bayanihan.nl


Laat je logo zien waar jouw organisatie 
voor staat? Is jouw huisstijl onderschei-
dend genoeg of ga je op in de massa?
Een professionele en passende uitstraling 
wekt vertrouwen èn geeft zelfvertrou-
wen. Zo bereik je je doelgroep eff ectief.

Does your logo refl ect 
who you are? A professional 
and suitable corporate 
image makes your company 
trustworthy, and adds to 
your self-confi dence.

“

M-space is a graphic design studio based in The Hague, 

with experience with international clients. To fi nd out 

more, and discuss your needs and interests, please do 

not hesitate to contact us directly. 

www.m-space.nl
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Individuals and Organisations 

Overseas, and was commended for 

its work on ensuring the well-being 

of Filipino au pairs and marriage 

migrants in the Netherlands. In April 

2014, Bayanihan’s Seniors Group 

was formed to provide the same ser-

vice for the Filipino seniors. 

LSE: a new home for aspiring 

Filipino leaders and social 

entrepreneurs 

LSE stands for ‘Leadership and Social 

Entrepreneurship’, the two corner-

stones of a 6-month, non-for-profit, 

empowerment programme for Filipino 

migrants and overseas workers. 

The LSE Netherlands was launched in 

September 2013. To complete the pro-

gramme, participants must prepare 

and present a business plan to a panel 

of experts by the end of the course. 

LSE attracts participants of all ages 

and diverse backgrounds with 41 grad-

uates in 2014 and nearly 40 enrolees 

this year.

These are few of the many ‘homes’ for 

Filipinos in the Netherlands. To further 

connect with the community, Filipinos 

en masse are celebrating the Philippine 

Independence Day this 

summer at Spaarnwoude 

Houtrak on June 6th and at 

Den Haag’s Zuiderpark on the 

13th. When craving for Philippine 

delicacies simply drop by at Baryo 

Pilipinas restaurant or check out fresh 

Philippine produce made available in 

the Netherlands by Sarap Pinoy. «

About the author

Myra Colis is a Filipino migrant and entrepreneur. She arrived 
in 2012 and founded E3 Data Intelligence Services, offering market 
research services and organising educational training events. 
She is also on the Board of Stichting Bayanihan and the LSE 
Secretariat Team. 

Did  you know... There are over 10 million 
Filipino migrants worldwide (10% of the Philippine population). 
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http://www.lsenetherlands.nl
http://independence-day.wix.com/kffn
http://baryopilipinas.nl/wordpress/
http://baryopilipinas.nl/wordpress/
http://www.sarappinoynl.com/
http://www.e3dis.com
http://www.bayanihan.nl
http://www.lsenetherlands.nl

